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I. Read the following passage and give your answers in about 30 words each:

A king put his court to a test for an important post.  Powerful and wise men stood around him in great numbers.  “You wise men”, said the king, “I have a problem, and I want to see who of you is in a position to solve it.”  He led the men to a huge door, bigger than anyone had ever seen.  The king explained, “Here you see the biggest and heaviest door in my kingdom. Who among you can open it?”  Some of the courtiers just shook their heads.  Others, who were counted among the wise men, looked at the door more closely, but admitted they couldn’t do it.  When the wise men had said this, the rest of the court agreed that this problem was too hard to solve.  Only one vizier went up to the door.  He checked it with his eyes and fingers, tried many ways to move it, and finally pulled on it with a hefty tug.  And the door opened.  It had just been left ajar, not completely shut, and nothing more had been needed but the willingness to realize it and the courage to act boldly.  The king spoke, “You will get the position at the court, for you don’t rely just on what you see or hear; you put your own powers into action and risk a test.”
  1.  Why did the king want to test his court?


[ 2 marks]

  2.  What was the response of some of the courtiers?
[ 2 marks]

  3.  Why did the king choose this test?


[ 2 marks]

  4.   Can we completely rely on what we see or hear?
[ 4 marks]

II. Read the following passage and give your answers in about 30 words each:-

     One fine morning a gentleman knocked at the doors of the house for the aged run by Christian missionaries.  He introduced himself as Mr. Kumar, an executive in a leading firm in the city of Chennai.  He brought with him an old lady, Vellammal, aged sixty-five.   He told the sister that as he was transferred to north India, he wanted to leave his servant-maid Vellammal to the care of the sisters.  He assured the sister of sending some money every month as she was an orphan, and there was no one to take care of her.  A little later, the sister was asking Vellammal many probing questions about her life.  She was shedding tears silently.  The sister comforted her saying that atleast she had got an excellent boss to back her.  Vellammal broke out; “Sister, he is my only son.”

5. Why should the Christian missionaries run home for the aged?
[ 2 marks]

6. Why did he promise to send money every month?


[ 2 marks ]

7. Why did the sister ask Vellammal  probing questions?


[ 2 marks ]

8. Did the sister consider Kumar a good person or a bad person?

[ 4 marks ]

III. Read the following passage and give your answers in about 30 words each:-

   We all know the story of David and Goliath.  Goliath was a giant of a man.  He struck fear in every one’s heart.  Oneday, a 17-year old  shepherd boy came to visit his brothers and asked, “Why don’t you stand up and fight the giant?”  The brothers were terrified of Goliath and they replied, “Don’t you see he is too big to hit?”  But David said, “No, he is not too big to hit, he is too big to miss.”  The rest is history.  We all know what happened.  David killed the giant with the slingshot.    Same giant, different perception.

   9.  What kind of a boy was David?




[ 2 marks ]

10. What was the perception of his brothers?


[ 2 marks ]

11. What was the perception of David?



[ 2 marks ]

12. Our attitude determines how we look at a setback.  Explain
[ 4 marks ]

IV. Write short notes on the following elements of PRAYER:
13. What do you pray?





[ 2 marks ]

14. When do you pray?





[ 2 marks ]

15. Where do you pray?





[ 2 marks ]


16. Why do you pray?





[ 2 marks ]

17. How do you pray?





[ 2 marks ]

V. Answer the following questions in a paragraph in about 100 words each:    (2 ( 5 = 10)
    18.  What are your feelings and emotions on reading the story, “Mysore Lake?”

19.  Poverty drives a man to sell his own son in an auction.  Analyse it against the  background of the story, “Poverty Auction”.  

VI.  Answer the following questions in about 200 words each:
( 2 x 10 = 20 Marks )
20. Narrate the story of Yashoda’s fight against the landlord of Yacharam village in Andhra Pradesh  and unearth the values found in the story.

21. Consider Pudur’s problem as a case of violation of human rights.

VII. Read the following passage and answer the following questions in about 30 words each:
       A biology teacher was teaching his students how a caterpillar turns into a butterfly.  He told the students that in the next couple of hours, the butterfly would struggle to come out of the cocoon, but no one should help the butterfly.  Then he left.

       The students were waiting and it happened.  The butterfly struggled to get out of the cocoon, and against the advice of the teacher, one of the students took pity on it and decided to help the butterfly out of the cocoon.  He broke the cocoon to help the butterfly so it didn’t have to struggle anymore.   But shortly afterwards the butterfly died.

        When the teacher returned, he was told what happened.  He explained to this student that it is a law of nature that the struggle to come out of the cocoon actually helps develop and strengthen the butterfly’s wings.  By helping the butterfly, the boy had deprived the butterfly of its struggle and the butterfly died.  

22. What was the biology teacher trying to show to his students?

[ 2 marks ]

23. What was the advice of the teacher to the students?


[ 2 marks ]

24. What did one of the students do?




[ 2 marks ]

25. What is the law of nature concerning the butterfly?


[ 4 marks ]

VIII.  Write an essay / story on the following topics:


( 2 ( 10 = 20 marks )
26. “God sees the truth but waits”

27. Assembly election in Tamilnadu.

 * * * * * * * * * *
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